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Little Rock, Sept. 22, 1872.
At this wide distance from New York city I And

myself saturated with the theme of the honr.the
war in Pope county. It Is the theme of everybody,
Mid is at the same time a new theme and an old
one, for some new occurrence happens daily to
well the bloody account of that most demoralized
neighborhood, where now the commander of the

a mllIHA hnlfla Ihn /innn onof nrith a ttnut /if
militia uviuo iuc vuuutj rvai, nitu a j>ui t uj

the Governor's guard. The region of Illinois Bayou,
»he chief stream of the county, is commanded by
the shifting encampments of the outlawed Sheriff,
Dodson, and his 240 militia; the young men of Dover
haunt the mountain spurs and the dens and bottomsof the north and west of the county, armed
to the teeth, and sworn to kill Dodson, the
Sheriff, and Stuart, the Superintendent of Public
Instruction; and, finally, all the old and stable
people of the community are hungry and apprehensive;little business ol any sort Is done; the mails
till go and come, but people go and do not return;

It Is martial law without the name and outlawry in
fact. Such is the condition of an old and well
Known county of Arkansas, whose county seat is
lews than eighty miles from Little llock, the State
capital.
As I shall recite at considerable detail the late

startling Incidents In that county the present letter
will aim to do no more than to recapitulate the
successive crimes which make this dire condition
«f things.

now to rkacii rorE county.
Passing from the relatively Imposing county of

Pulaski, which Little Rock's I8,ooo people swell up
to 40,000 Inhabitants of the county, the traveller by
rail must cross one interesting county, Conway, to
reach Pope county. Conway county Is even of less
eonscquenco than rope, though larger, possessing
only about eight thousand one hundred
people. Lewlsburg, the only settlement of
anj note, has ccased to be the county scat,
ud that woful honor belongs to a spot called
Springfield? on the southern side of the Arkansas
Blver. Opposite Lewlsburg Is Perry county, with
onlv '2.700 Dfoiile. and nnxt ubnva mid wpst nf

Perry la Yell county, which faces across stream
tbe county of Pope on the northern bank. Yell
county has, perhaps, 8,000 residents, and Its chief
river town of Dardanelle Is right opposite Norris(own,which Is the river base of supplies, news,
groceries and canards for the present warfare
Against tbe misbegotten pagans of Pope.

If one should go still further up stream, on one
of tbe slow and oft-grounding steamers, he would
ecc little to Interest him except bluirB and distant
mountains for all the remaining 100 miles toward
the Indian Territory. It Is said that very many
settlers are encampcd and waiting along the line of
tbe Indian Territory to cross Into that red man's
reserve when the law or war breaks the barriers
down; but this may merely show a commendable
plrlt to get out of Arkansas.

THOUGHTS BY TOE WAT.
On every side, as the traveller goes toward Tope,

la the unexpungable nomenclature of the old
French occupation, which leads the traveller's mind
back only seventy years to the century aud more
of French occupation of these waste premises, and
tbe resonance aruj r.yalntness of the French names
"STstreairis anil ponds are tiie'onty'ptfeflcal features
of this wild, hard region. It Is the Illinois Hayou
which Is the main entry to Pope couuty; but
Fourche la Fave and Petite Jean are nelirhboi Inir
streams. Fifty years ago, when wo had occupied
this province of Franco as our purchase, all Arkansaspossessed only 14,000 souls; In twenty years
more Arkansas had 100,000 of the offscourings of
the Gulf States, the Carolina*, Georgia and Ten.
esce, and between imo and I860 It more than

doubled these figures. No state had a pioneer
period more ruinanly than this, and none have
(alien so supinely into the hands of the most ludlfferenttype of carpet-baggers. Its literature
U the Arkansas Traveller's lazy banjo pick
and Its Iliad, a hundred cowardly affrays
and duels. Nearly the size of Rutland, settled
since 1070, and made a State of the Union as long
ago as 1830, the United states still owns more than
thirty millions of acres here.a testimony to the
Indifference of tlis immigrant upon titf .subject of
the "Arkansas toothpick." When Colorifl Bowie
invented his knife he guve Arkansas something
effectual to defend itself against occupation.
Boasting that she possesses 12,000 square miles Of
coal, the State is without manufactures or evenv
\aines worthy of the name, and cotton and politics
are !>» atanlvi nf thnnerht and mitimaf <>»<>« !./>»«

In these days few passengers go hy river to I'ope
county, but the majority take the Little Rock ami
Fort binlth Railroad, which passes half a dozett
stations In the woods anil stops a{ Perry's, a store
and water tank right out In the wilderness sixty
miles from Little Hock. Here there Is a mail and
passenger hack waiting to start for Russcllvllle,
sixteen miles westward, the chief Tillage of I'ope
eonnty, and perhaps a few teams and
addle mules are hitched around the station
to hear Individuals oft to more distant points. It
la a ride of the hest of the aiternoon to Russell vllle,
0?cr u rutty clay road which masses the site of sev-

NEW YOKK
ttl features la itae pending war, and if the driver <

or your fellow passenger* feel Inclined they will j
amuse yon with a hundred recitations of ,

BLOODY COMMEMORATIONS. I

Yon will hear of John A. MurreU's band, of Cullen
Baker's midnight assassinations, of Dodson's guer-
Ula robberies and the bloody massacre of prisoners
at Shlloh Church; of Hicltox shot from his saddle and
of General Upham's dire Inflictions upon the people ,
of Woodruff, Crittenden and Mississippi counties.
One old chap by the name of Tobey.who is postmaster,miller and merchant at Norristown, brought the
hair up on my head by relating the first and also
the latest crime committed at his hamlet. He said
that he remembered seeing, when a boy, the bloody
clawmarks of a murdered gambler named John 11111,
alias Nixon Kerr, who, having killed Ills score of
men, finally felt the agony of the murdered himself
in the rear 1840.
"He tried to climb up that count er and draw his

knife," said Mr. Toboy, "but he couldn't do it, and
the prints of his hands were there for years. The
man that stabbed him went off to Texas and be-
came a Baptist preacher.'* i
The last crime happened but a few weeks or

months ago, near Norristown, when two negroes
named Klall and Archie Embury killed, respect-
Ively, a man by the name of Champion and an-

other white fellow named Tucker. Archie Embury
killed Champion in a tjuarrcl about cotton picking,
and soon afterward Archie's brother was murdered; Tucker, the ferryman at Valley Hock, nought
to raise up the dead body, when the bereaved
negro father rushed <>ut with a stick oi' wood and
beat out Tucker's brains.
"A happy s^clet^ ^ou jiave there, Mr. Tobey,"

flftJcl7; "So tliey ever nanganybo«!v V'
"Not In these days. They wouldn't let old ColonelEmbury, who used to owu these niggers, ten-

tify because he was disfranchised, and Archie Emburyrode Hlckox's horse all over the county after
Ilickox's death. He's in the militia/'
Indeed, the history of Arkansas is a history of

murder, family vendetta, lvnchlmrs and duels.
I well remember," said au old mail of Galley

Hook, "seeing the loaded steamboats go by to Fort
smith, where the big politician* and planters repairedto fight, across the line In the Indian Territory.The last, it seems to me, was Albert Pike
and John E. Roane.the latter General Yell's lieutenantcolonel. Pike had a company In the regimentIn the Mexican war; they quarrelled, aud,
after they came home, fought. About tlireo thousandpeople saw the light. Bob Johnson, now Pike's
partner at Washington, seconded Roane, an?! NathanChase seconded Pike. Alter the second fire,
when Pike had lost a lock of hh hair by a ball, old
Dr. Burton, a tlrc-eater, pitched in and said.'If
there's any more firing I'll do a little shooting myself."He stopped it, amid general disappointment."
In this way you are entcrtainod until you find

that the business of lire m Arkansas is to kill.
There was General F. C. Hindmiin.the ablest man
of the old slavery school in the State, as Bob Johnsonwas the most successful politician.shot dead
at his fireside, and, they say, by his relative. Even
in the State House at Little Hock the spot is
pointed out where the Speaker, "Horse Ears"
Mini n, cm me ooweis out 01 Representative Anthonyas lie stood at his deBk, leaving the presiding
chair for that purpose.
"And, strange as it may seem to .von," said an

editor at Little Hock to me, "the man that din that
wan a very readable and good man. It was all
done In a lit of passion. He lived many years re-.

spected and bore a good reputation."
This was the usual character given to anybody

fond of killing people. Parson Hlckorsou, of Dover,
Pope county, who wan a Methodist presiding elder,
and twenty-five yearH an itinerant, published a card
in the Little Rock papers last week saying that he
was proud to call "friends of Ills" Mr. I'oynter, who
had killed half a uozen people; Mr. Ilaile, who shot
an old sexagenarian at his gate, and Mr. Perry, or
"Kinch" West, who la sworn to be one of Qullen
Baker's band of murderers. Religion and bloodshed
are near neighbors and nearly commutable terms
in some parts or Arkansas, 'flic Calvin 1stlc type of
mind.probably derived from the Scotch Calvinistsof North Carolina, who emigrated 011 this parallelto Tennessee and Arkajisas, and gave the
prevailing complexion and tone to all the socletv,
so that even a Methodist here looks like a son of
John Knox, while the baptists are Calvlnists
by profession.this style of men and characterIs remarked throughout Arkansas. The
light and humorous side of life is not to be found
here.Jand the Gaelic and fateful qualities and temperamentprevail. Obstinacy, revenge, no horror
or blood, persevering malignity, vanity and treachery
may be said to have examples in every community.
and as none can afford the reputation ot cowardice
the timorous villain murders tlic quickest and ou
every hip the six-shooter lies ready to the hand.
And this Is the matter in Pope county to-day.theold social phenomenon of arms-bearing and killing,
aggravated by a government foreign to the people.

POPS COUNTY
has 8,400 population. Its county seat is Dover, and
the other settlements are Noiristown, Galley Kock
and Georgetown. It la said to possess coal and it
produces, a measurable quantity of corn and
cotton in the broad river bottoms. There
is much hilly land and a variety of timber;
some wheat is produced, and In places the
land raises fifty bushels of coru to the acre and above
one bale ol cotton. The census of 1870 shows that
it gave that year 3,070 bales of cotton, 1,015 pounds
of tobacco, and 718 pounds of wool; thai it gave
42,000 pounds of butter and only nine tons of hay,
and that it gave a little wax and honey and some
peas and potatoes, and no more. Here are figures
of poverty, indeed, lu all but cotton. As earlv in
the annals or the State as 1830 it had 1,483 people,
and in I860, before the breaking out of the war,
7,883. It is, however, above the average of the
counties of Arkansas in population. It had 978
slaves in It In i860, or one to every eight white
souls, and was relatively a large slaveholding
county. More than one-half the people are boru
in the State, and as many as 1,167 of the people of
lope county emigrated from Tennessee and 047
from North Carolina, Alabama, Georgia and Mississippifurnishing together above ooo. There were lu
all only 56 foreigners In Pope connt.v, all but nine
natives of the British Islands. There are, indeed,
In all Arkansas only about 6,000 people of foreign
birth to above 479,000 native Americans. Pope
county has about 3,700 acres of improved laud,
equal, say. to 37 good-sizable Northern farms, the
whole va'ued officially at $123,000, and its live slock
is set down as worth only 000.

IIOW THB WAR BRQAN.
Pope county was settled, before the United

States possessed it, by a few French and afterwardsby some civilized ChcroKees, who finally
moved on to the Indian Territory. During the
war It was neutral ground, and successively overrunby federals from Dardanellc and Lcwisburg, '

ami by rangers and jayhawkers of both armies
ond or neither. Horses and stock were stolen,
houses burned and wayside murders committed. 1

The people, observing old political lines, fell Into 1
both armies, according to their traditions; but 1
they seem not to have divided by any geographical
line. Between rival families recriminations en- ;
mied after the peace, ami in time old grudges be- i

«an to be avenged, and bushwhacking was not 1
ncoininoh. The period of military government

was followed by the mild but inefficient aUwiqls-tratlon of Governor Murphy.* native Unlonisr, \
In this period several county oindais were Kineii,
although the citi/ena disavow the acts, and say
that they were private assas-dnatlonsa'ising rrom
personal causes. After the new and disfranchising
constitution went Into opeiafion a lull ensued, an?l
fov some time everything was quiet; but the county
officials of Pope, who were all republicans and
secret leaguers, grew more and more obnoxious to
the people and both side* were surly, muttering
and threatening. The native republicans, who go
by tire name of "Mountain Feds," took sides with
their Sheriff and County Clerk, an.I as the time of
another election drew near the county authorities
claimed that the Insecurity or the times demanded
martial law In Pope county. ! <

This made the people spiteful, and the young men
and lioys, who are the people of violence in all
border communities, swore that the declaration
of martial law should uevcr avail to let
Hlckea and Dodson usirp their offices
ant w. Last June and July Hie radical
party, the common oppressor, spilt in half and the
miuuic a.iii mi. iiuu iv v uii ru n»i uici'i'7 uim tuwiv

awav from tlie regular radicals the only newspaper
lu 1'ope cou..tv, the Kuasellvtlle Natioml Tnfnme.
The county oillclals uow used every energy ami
provocation to compel martial law, but the State
Governor, O. A. lla<lley, ol Minnesota, lielng no
candidate for re-election, was loath to proceed to
this extremity. Meantime, the Depnty sheriff pro-
fessed to have been the object of au attempted
assassination, and 'orthwlth the Couuty Clerk, the
Sheriff and the School superintendent raised a posh-
of their political supporters, arrested several
leading citizens, took them away from Hover, the
county seat, and two of theso ruen were killed In

1 the darkness of that night at a woody ami lonesome
'ilace lu the road. Here beguu the I'opo county
« >r and none but the Almighty and the actors iii
the .Vitgedy know whether those prisoners were
murde^d hy the county officials or whether they
were jiti^tinau attempt to rescue them by tnelr
friends. TflE nI00nY bidpib.

f xhe rrtuflt stnto officials for the most port
«vnrL .i-^OH'ter opinion; the people of the
coiint* ami f>« ^a,e almost universally believeZt thp .ni an of,lclal murder, not disconnectedwith oolitic M motl '3 au<l private reteuje.
I he rural noH tielan t whom 1,100,1 la 01 no »Bur«
account on t lie road to* Pow, r llia»
?vln« rush lu to make tlw ** 11 ^,r"' at me polls.
I am' forced to admit that
are on the popular side, and ,r.n
character of Sheriff Dodson, as an ?.,*!!£? &
and the persevering attempts of ti
have marttal law replace civil proccwOJU'1' we,re-
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jnent throats, otherwise of no consequence, of
Deputy Williams to burn down ami paralyze vloenceby violence, load the mind up by logical and
any sequence to realize that this roadside massacremight have been an official crime, .Intended
either to strike terror to dangerous and influential
rebels or to compel the State government to sus-
pend the civil law. Both Hlckox and Williams had
l>een shot at. and Dodson was probably a murderer
il ready. His avocation before the war had been
that of a horse trader and gambler, and he had de-
serted the Confederate service and been dismissed
rrom the federal.
Nevertheless, the waylaying and vindictive habits

Df many of the people or Pope county show in
scarcely lean sanguine relief. The murder ol Justiceof the I'eace Brown, in Dover village, was a
L-owardly act and the deed of a young man of respectablefamily and superior education. The killingof HicKox might be described as assassination
by a whole community. And If Arkansas escapes a
war on a considerable scale, perhaps Involving a
whole county or several counties, It will be because
the Governor, lladiey, leans to mild and pacific
measures, and is obeyed to the letter by his vigor-
ous and not very plastic Captain General, D. P. I'p-
nam, late or uoaton, M^ssacuunettB. i

THE BOMB OK Till'. THOUEI.ES ETCI1EP.
Pope county runs back from the Arkansas TUver

pel haps forty miles Into the rough mountain conn-
try or the Ozark range; trom the Ozark spurs, which
go here by the name of the lloston Mountain, a
running creek ot considerable importance flows
southward into the Arkansas River, calico
liy the name of Illinois Bayou. This stream has
i>lutr and riilge banks, almost invariably set oppo-
site chaimrral, "bottom" and undergrowth, and in
placcs it is deep and dark. The main road from
Perry's Station to Clarksvllle, Van Huren and the
Indian Territory crosses the Illinois U&you. ne ar
tne new and pretty village of Kussellvllle, which is
the most nourishing and important town in the
county, built up in anticipation of the extension of
the Fort Smith Hallway, which is already graded to
the village. At Russelivil'e, the chief artery 01'the
county, the main common foAd comes down on
the east side of the bayou, and stops at Norristowu,
Ml ihc ArKft'isas I{1ver, whence there is a paddle
ferry to the old and important town of -Dnulanelle.
Norrlstown is 011 tills roid, lured and a half miles
from-Kussellvilie. Dover, the present comity seat,
is eleven nines norm or uusseuvme, uu mc same

mad. A few iuIIob north of Dover the Bomon
Mountain spurs stand up, clear, blue and gray,
against the skv, and eight lpllo* norili of Dover,
ft iivoKflf tMSe tpttrs, lived the family of W. J. Hftllfl,
an Influential old citizen and rebel, aged about
seventy years. Between this family and the laiuily
of John Williams, Deputy Sheriff, who lived a few
miles further on toward the mountains, evil feellugshad long existed, and here the first arrests
were made which led to the general outbreak.
The uatural features of the country are not withoutinterest. The land back from the Arkansas on

both sides of the liver runs up into acclivities, and
opposite Norrlstown the Great Magazine Mountain,
which is in plain view in the distance, r>oo feet high,
terminates in a headland at the river's brink, called
Dardanelle Hook, a mass of oxydlzcd sandstone.
It is 280 l'eet high, and forms a profile of the human
face aB distinctly and vividly marked as the profile
in the Pranconian Mountains. From this rock there
is a view of wlneli anv State might be proud.ofthe blue and brown mountain bars of the Petito
Jean and the Fourche la Kave ranges.
The lower part of the county around Russellvilleandthe Galley Hock Is comparatively level, the

soil red and shale like, the cotton fields at this seasonol the year looking like a blackberry field in
blossom, ami much undergrowth, plney woods,
young oak foltBt and what are called "slashes"
exist, interspersed with occasional farms and small
log or frame houses. A high ridgy bluff flanks
the road on the side nearest Illinois liayou, and the
soil, steadily rising, grows pebbly and conglomerate,and at Dover the Carrion Crow Mountain, as
It is called. Is exposed In the prospect, while, by
ascending some of the bold spurs north of Dover,
the visitor can behold the round top p.'ak of the
Judah Mountain, conical as a sugar loaf, ami more
than a thousand feet above the general drainage
of the country.

RUIN ON THE COUNTY.
Thus, in Pope county, the cottoutleld and mountainpoverty meet tlio wild sceneries of the Ozark

and the gloomy bottoms of the sluggish Arkansas.
In all the county there is but one brick structure,
and that is the County Court House at Dover, which
cost $23,000, and for which the county is sued by
the scrip holders, while the people clilm that twice
the true cost of the edifice has been sunk In It, and
its construction was one of the sources of contention.The county is next to bankrupt,
and the sullen and embittered people charge
this to the radical administration. Their
county scrip is worth no moro than
six cents on the dollar. The liciuor consumed hero
is generally sold by the glass In groceries or dogirerles.and the revcuue laws have stopped the distillationof liquor from the native peach and apple
orchards, another subject of complaint, while mean-
time the moan spirits current demoralize youngand
old. There are few men of means in the county,
the richest belug Sninu, a merchant of UuSsellville,
who is now a fugitive at Little ltock, with his large
stock of goods partly at the mercy of the militia.

"it's a discouraging thing, I declare,'' said Shinn
to mo. "Dr. Kussell started our place aiiout twenty-fiveyears ago, hut I put most of the life into it
within tlio past three years, having had the good
rortune to make some money, the whole of which 1
planted right on the spot. We were thriving more
than any country town in Arkansas, and the newspaperpublished by my brother-lu-law, lintteutield,had a larger circulation than any paper publishedoutside of l.ittle Rock. It is the only paper
up in our part of the State except the Dardanelle
T)-aii8cr1pt, democratic. Now the newspaper otMce.
type, press and nil is burned, and I am afraid to
stay with my goods, and have put them In charge
of my little eon. Yet, Mr. Correspondent, 1 have
spent (2,noo of my money to build a school house
there, and paid the teachers' salaries, excepting a
few hundred dollars we got this year from the Peabodyfund. We had the prettiest little place in the
state, neat and white, and now ttie militia is eatingus up. The whole of these expenses must come
out of the county; they take our stores and pay us
in our own scrip, turn their horses and mules into
our fields, and it's all because the Governor will
not take the responsibility of removing that man
Dodson, the Sheriff."

TUB FIRST MURDERS AITRK THE WAR.
"And now," said I, to a citizen of Dover, "be

pleased to tell me who was the first mun killed in
this county after the war."
"Well, there w*re several. We lost nearly all

[>ur town In the war. Our own hoys burned it to
keep the federals from occupying it, after they had
ilriven out the women and children. Let me see:
1 believe Julio Tinker wan killed nbout that time.''

"WHO was he f"
"The Kansas troops killed him. He was an industriousDutchman, born of old Dutch stock in

North Carolina. The troops took his mules, which
were his subsistence, for ho hauled cotton for a
living. He iollowed the troops up to beg them to
give him the mules back, and they got mad and
shot him dead. There's old Shlloh church.a good
man.v's been killed there. Dining the war there
was a cavalry scout meeting there, and three or
four were killed."

"This hardly answers my question," I said. "I
wish to ask you who were first killed after the war
was over. To be plain with you, the State officials
charge that after the peace, when jour confederateshad lost their arms, nobody was killed in
Pope county, but that after your boys recovered or
repurchased arms, killings began, and that four of
the county officials (republicans) were shot during
heir terms of office. Aow, please tell me the
names ol those men."'
"Their nssaslnation nad nothing to do with the

present troubles. There is no connection between
the series."
"I see," said I, in despair, "that J must go elsewhereto get my information."
"Well, the first official killed was

SnEKIPP NAPIER,
who had been elected to the office under the Murphyadministration. lie was killed, I think, in lsefl.
He was a native of the county anl had been a Captainin the federal army. It was in the Kail of t he
>-ear. He was riding along with Block, Ills deputy,
?ast of Dover, when they were both snot from the
lush. Napier was about forty years old. He was a
md man and had been a Jayhawker.
"Ho\y yame lie to be elected, then, if he was so

nnpopBIsr?'' '* -C'V
"I can't tell sir!" "* '

"Was anybody arrested for the act?*'
"It was not known who did it, sir:"
THE Ml'KDhK OP COUNTY Cl.ERK WIM.IAM STtlirT.
"Who was the next man killed In Pod? county?"
"I can1rl tell.fhu the nelu maniSs we tiad ptrjiaps

twenty murders there alnce the war. The next
Dttlcial killed was the County Clerk, under tlio
Murphy governmeut. William Stout, an old citl-
zen and u native of Alabama. He was orlglualiy a
re'.tei and a member of the secedlug Convention,
and he disliked to see his sons enter the Coufede-
rute army because that would compel him to stay
homo to watch the property. After the federals
came in lie got to be a very ardent Yankee. The
federals came Into Pope lor good in September.
1x63. Stout, who was a Methodist preacher, Jolneu
the radical party, repaired to Dardanellc and was
believed to be among the raiding parties that
flashed across aud through our county. He became
very obnoxious. He was shot down In the house
he lived In at Dover by somebody who put a gun at
a knot hole from outside. It was in liO.i. He was
about fifty years of age."

"IS II KUOWU WHO (11(1 II 7 7

"It was never known. Ho was finite obnoxious."
" Vet, was he not elected under Hie lair conditions

of the Murphy government ?"
"I believe he wan."
"Well, now, did anybody else, holding office here

under the radicals, get hurt or ki.led
" Yes. Morris Williams."
" How was that f"

THE frW'RTn MAS Vt'RDFREM.
" WiilianH was t lie elder brother of John William*,

Dodsou's present deputy, who now IP'S in a bad
way at his farm. Morris W illiams appointed Johnny
buitier In the mounted infantry. Morris had worn
a Confederate cockade earliest lu the war, and led
a rebH charge at Helena In 1W<, but he got dissatisfiedto stay a Confederate lieutenant, and lie came
home and lav out in the woods, like hundreds of people,to avoid arrest. In that wild way many of our
Ioiks got vagabond habits. 1 tell you, sir, wai demoralizes.Morris Williams, alter the federals got In,
joined them, aud they made him a captain. He was
a good officer, and after the war he was elected
Siierlir to (III the unexpired term of Napier, who
had been killed. All the young rellows now outlawsfVom Dover for killing Urown and lllckox,
liked Morris Williams very much. He had a tine,
open countenance, and was tall, Intelligent und
manly. Flo was shot In Ills own yard, near the
house where nc was born, about twelve miles north
of Dover. He was about twenty-live ycara old when
he died. This wait in the summer of 18M."
"Was lie elcctcl y"'

TKMBKK 30, 1872..TJUJ'l
"Yes."
"l)kl the government under which he was elected

Aisfhuiohlse anybody
"1 believe not."
"Is It known who killed Morris Williams f"
"Yes, a Missourlan named tilover. John Williams

has always had a grudge against onr people, and
the Hale family particularly, suspecting tliera
r»f V-illilltr hiu krnthap lint ntilu ahnnt >un WitnLu

#go, Glover, the Missourlan. was executed for doing
the deed. He did It in revenge for the robbery of a
woman near Morris's house during the war."
"flow did they execute him ?"
"The Sheriff's officers shot him In the road."
"Is that the way you execute up here Y"
"That's the way we executed hliu."
"How long had v.orris Williams held his oitlco t"
".six months.''
"Was Glover ever arrested."
"Yes. lie burned our jail down and got out."
"It Is certainly an unhealthy place fur county

officers," said I.
T11K COURT HOUSE AT DOVER.

The little town of Dover.partly ruins, chiefly
plain frame houses, some whitewashed, some
weather-beaten blue or Kray.contains at the best
about live hundred peonle, and it became the
county seat In 1X4:). In the middle of the village,
upon a sqnare, stands the naked brick Court House,perfectly unenclosed by any railing, as if it stood
in a sandy lot. ft Is fifty feet square,
two stories high, and the roof rises lrom
tho four sides to the centre. In each side
Is a door, and from each of those doors the spectatorcan sea lour streets of the village, coming
Into the square at the corneis. Several groceries,
mechanics' shops, Ac., surround the square, and
upou a ledge or hill near b> is what is called the
college. Roads go out from the court liouse southwardto 1tansolivine, east to Scottsvlllc and Mar-
suall. and north to tiie Harks. A small stream,
trlbulury to the bayou, flows up to ihe edge of the
town, ami tJic llliuois Hti}ou is one lufle to the
westward.
The court lioase Is said to be one of the beat, If

not the best, In the Slate. The lower floor Is dividedinto four rooms which are separated by two
halls, running through the middles of the buildingtransversely. The county clerk, ilicKox, occupied
up to the day of Jils death the two rooms on the
east Bide fo* oftlees; one of the remaining rooms
was used by the Sheriff, and the fourth was
rented out to lawyers for onice purposes.
The stairs went up at the west side and came
Into ^h(j court room, which occupied the wljolc of
the second floor, just racing the Judge's seat. Underthe Judge's eye was tile desk of the County
Clerk, and to his left, removed some way. the
Deputy Clerk. The jury sat to the Judge's right,
the attorneys in a semicircle around the Clerk, and
the people sa{ <m benches and plankjjcaiB without
hacks on botli Hides 61 tiie slalrWAy. The prisoner's
box was bet ween the Jury and the bench. Such
was the celebrated Court House at Dover, l'ope
county, Ark..very pialu, sutllcient and uninspiring.Twelve windows put on each of the equal
sides gave an excess of light, t he Clerk's room
and furniture showed good taste and the sensinility
of comtort. In this cdllice, according to the usages
of justice, fiencral Court was held twice a year, and
County aud Probate Court four times a year. The
malls came aud went only thrice a week by horsebackcarrior; there was no newspaper, and what
is very singular there are very few negroes In that
part of the county, so that Bambo lias had very
little to do with this war. The two houses of entertalninont,neither of which strictly ta ft hotel,
arc kept by Henry Kirchoff, a Merman, aud Captain
Scott. The state of society Is crude and commerciallite dull since the days of soldiering. Home of
the voting men are fairl y educated, but, the majority
have Utile or nothing to do, and all can y arms perpetuallyaud are good hoi semen and self-reliant
hunteis. The nawa of some of t lie principal residentsmay Indicate the prevailing extraction
Judge Davis, Dr. MacFaddeu, W. .lames, Benjamin
Young, John Halle, Johnson aud McMurray.
Such was Dover alter the war. a retired little

place, pretty enough, hut, in a wild country, and
the; boys, loiterers and village sentiment around its
listless streets make one side 01 the hostile elementsnow held in suspense after the ilrst vlolcnco
aud blooushed.

TIJK CABrET-IUGOERS INSTALLED.
Aftorfhe assassination ofShcriif Morris Williams,

described above, n Mr. Petty was chosen to (ill out
his term. At the adoption of the constitution in
iooo, iuu nun ui uic liiuriirrcu ixniiny t iltk, mum,
was elected sheriff. He was to serve four years,
but proved to bo a defaulter to the county very
soon, and oue J. T. Clear undertook to (111 out his
unexpired term. Stout, meantime, was pardoned
by Governor 11ad Icy before they could get him to
the penltentlury, and this is another subject of
complaint at Dover, as his defalcation umountcd to
flG.ooo. Clear whs speedily stricken with disease,
anu while he was lying ill Ills deputy, one Iiollinger,
performed the duties of the otlleo. The Minstrel
party did not trust Iiollinger, and by Ulckox, the
new Clerk's intluenec, Governor Had ley, acting for
Senator Clayton, had Iiollinger ousted and Hlislia
W. Iioduon made deputy iu his place. Clear, approachinghis end, speedily resigned the Sheriff's
oltlce absolutely, and Ulckox and the£fayton influencehad Dodson made Sheriff)*! Pope county. I)odsonhas now been Sheriff a year and some months.
Meantime the new constitution had gone Into

operation; disfranchisement on a large scale was
cnacted, and the new board of county officials were
strictly native and imported radicals, who cured
vory little for their popularity in the county, but,
leaned upon the paternal state government at LlttluHock, as that in turn leaned upon the paternal
government at Washington. Thus the proper order
of republican government was reversed: governmentproceeded to the people instead of from them,and the right of suffrage was manipulated to suit
the interests of a State ring, which really governed
through the secret leagues wnicli were plentifully
distributed in the Arkansas country. At the head
of these leagues .itood Powell Clayton, and he had
added to the regular oath of a Union League a
clause pledging all to support "the present administrationor the State of Arkansas."
Here were two bad influences and organizations

inevitably roreordalncd to meet each other and
shed blood: and insidious spolltlcs operating uii*
equally against an arms-bearing populace not
above the propensity to assassination.

THK STATE (iOVKKNil est
meantime behaved with the spirit, and menace of
brute force. The debutes upon the constitution
were conducted with bluster and defiance, as In
the palmy days of the Arkansas Legislature, when
Smith and Anthony drew bowle knives in the State
Capitol. The manner of putting ,the constitution
itself to the ballot was an Insult to a self-governing
people. They were to vote at opposite sides or
windows, yea or nay, for the constitution or
against it, and those who voted tor it onlv had the
right to vote for State and county olllccrs. The
precious document ltscir ordained as follows:.
No person rilmiualltUd from voting or rcRlsterlnK under

this conhUtution shall vote lor candidates lor any office,
tlon ot this constitution at the po'ls heroin authorized.
The Governor and all other officers elected under tin*
constitution bhall enter upon the dutiesol their others
wlion they shall have been declared duly elected l>y said
Hoard ot Couitnlsidonorii, and shall have duly ipialified.
All officers shall quality and enter upon the discharge of
the dutlex of their office* within ntteen tl«y« alter theyhave been duly notified ol' their election or appointment.

It caine to puss, tlicrefore, that tho Union
leagues.secretly and ubiquitously organized, and
possessing all tlic machinery of nomination.preparedfall tickets and voted them, while those
voting against the constitution had no right to a
choice of otllcers; and also that democrats who
might vote for the constitution had no ticket lu
the field, lacking instrumentalities and obliged to
encounter military una militia opposition. In the
name of freedom tyranny and fraud were done lu
every county of Arkansas, and Minstrel and LtrludleTail are equally responsible for It.
"We were lu a tight place," said Governor Clayton'smost Intimate irlcud to me. "By God! It

was rule or go under. The reconstruction laws of
Congress are a mesa anv way, and history ought
to treat the authors of them with the contempt
due the feeble-minded. A conquered people must
be held down by the laws of conquest, lu live years
from this time the rebel society will govern every
Commonwealth in the country."
Such were the words of the President of the ConstitutionalConvention, Thomas M. lioweti, of

Kansas, suid twenty hours Train the date of this
letter.
The attitude of the new .state government was

that of defiance and lorcc. The Governor, Powell
Clayton, bas audacity and "gatneness" lor his chief
Intellectual and moral quality.
"We don't run," said the President of the Convention.
"We will never lpave the State till wo are earned

out," cried the warring clerical orator, JosephCrooks. r

Afmed like the natives of Arkansas, the new
political dynasty invited and confronted death
with death and made ' pluck" the measure of manhoodand the louudutiou of authority. A Stat;
thus revived ana a sentiment of desperation thus
made the fashion could not but be met halfway by
the bot u dure-devils of pro-slavery Arkansas. And
the men elected to take charge of Pope county in
tUe Interests or the Clayton taction behaved like
Conquerors and have leit un impression not unlike
that which the Swinish <y/nqnt$tadore» left upon
the Peruvians and Mexicans.
Pope county pu»«ed into the lianas of the followintrpersons under the constitution:.
County Clerk.Wallace H. llukox, of Illinois.
Sheriff.Kllsha W. Hudson, of Arkansas.
CIrent t Sitpprin!p)i4ent of Public Instruction.W.

A. Stuart, Imported 1'uritan.
Deputy Sheriff.John H. Williams, native.
county and Prdbale Julge.Yi. T. Brown.
County AM'twor.John If. Martin.
Assistant Jn&'jes and Justice*.AUtn Hrown, of

Dover, and two more.
The liead centre In this jcomtilnation was the

federal olllcer, Hlckox, a native of Oneida county,
New Vork. He had will, intelligence and a secret
force which speedily put the whole county into Lis
hands.

COXQCISTADORK HICItOX.
lilckox was the typical carpet-bairger. Said a

citizen to me:."He has carried I'ope county in the
hollow of his hand since 1K8.V' He was about
thirty-four years old, (rood looking, cool, hold,
reticent ana surly. He made no efforts to conciliateanybody, seemed to ttie crude people there
propelled aiid supported bv an unseen force, and
over every other county officer lie obtainedtiat sort o| mental influence
which came from pertinacity, will and
depth of character which supply resources and
make control. Kebds anil suttordl nates felt It
alike; he expressed the conquest of the South lu
his mode and form.that exoecied thing which had
been apprehended without reason of the central
authority, but in which a thousand adventurers
have voluntarily supplanted It, and have gone
forth like the devils out of the inan Into the swine,
to root and wallow with all the eoolnesa of divine
and natural right and preoidlnatlon.

"ii'ifo* i)mi a tine stature, a ruddy complexion

,E SHEET.
anal brown hair, and his ere* were cold and rarty,
and never Invited- confidence nor arnnatnlanceHhlp.lie wure a full brown beard and moustache;
from his waist up tie had one of the moHt perfect
bodies, physically, ever seen In that remote
country, an wan remarked when he wan stripped
after death. His head was shapely and larjre, and
there was the Amines* of command and resolutlou
ovpr ni'«wt>iif nnnn lilti rnnn»«.»..«,,rt

nenrif two hundred pound*, lie was without
social Inclinations, although well fltted to be popular,and he was what In railed In Arkansas a war
Mason.that Is, a mercenary Mason, trading lu
social treason on his grip*.
Hlckox's name appears in the careful and accuratereport of the State Adjutant General, Albert

VV. bishop, as followH:.< Wallace II. Hlckox, SecondLieutenant Fourth regiment Arkanaas cavalry;
appointed from quartermaster's; sergeant, of FifteenthIllinois cavalry; mustered out at Little
Kock, Ark., October 5,The same report
shows that Hlckox's new regiment was engaged lu
lighting a good deal with bushwhackers ami rebel
regulars in Pope county and in the battle at Dardanelle.He was a brave and aelf-contalncd man,
who seemed to heartily despise and dislike the
Confederate people from the date of Ills coming
among them. As a clerk he was neat, orderly
au<l satisfactory, but in his private habits he was
irregular, liblblillnouH, and sometimes got drunk.
The l)over people contend that he left a wife and
several children In Illinois, and state that his
mother, who cauie to look into IiIh estate after his
murder, was astonished to And that ho had marriedagain. But this is not uncommon aiming
the Arkansas carpet-bathers, who hold that one nt
the advantages of owning a State la to own a divorcecourt within It.
Hlckox married a woman of pretty faee and commonfamily in the southern part of Pone county,between Kusscllvllle and (lalley Hock. Although he

had two children by this wife he never took her 10
Dover after he was made Sheriff; but, as Is universallyalleged In that village, lie took up with a
boardimr house keeper and lived upon scandalously
Intimate terms with her. This woman and his wire
afterward wept together at his grave, whither he
was laid in his blanket without a cothn.a touching
and impressive picture of military adventure and
semi-outlawry under the auspicea of modern
carpet-bag authority.

Tlie military vices of HtcKox led to hie death. He
was forever mentally upraidltig the better people
of Pope county that they had ostracized him
wheu he hod socially ostracized himself,
and he took no part in religious, Masonicor general society, looking sturdily
away from the usual processes of political success,
and showing by his Intrepid bearing that, as he
ruled without other right tnan force, force should
be his chief constituency, lie was always mad al
the opposition party, never said anything to reconcileit, and sought to make Ills deputy, a supernumeraryMethodist preacher named lllokerson,
cease all relations with the leading citizens, lie
Mas quick to apprehend who did not like Itlm, lmt
lndiilerent as to who did. Indeed, he was a bravo,
disagreeable, commanding and cruel typi of man,
with capacity for oilloe, but not under a representativesystem. At flrst Ills mental and physical
force and authoritative bearing bore baek nil resistanceand made a certain kind of awe, which
protected and strengthened him. Time and
familiarity wore this oil at last, and thick gatheringdestiny brought him to lus violent end.
He was a young man, probably about thirtyIsix or thirty-eight. He moved to Dover
from tho region where ho had planted u
little cotton and pulled the political wires In the
leagues, with nothing but his wearing apparel,
which was the sum ol liis substantial possessions.
He bad been made one of tho three registers oi
the county by the Clayton party, and Hutterileld,
the ubaequant Brlndie fall editor, clalma to have
introduoea him to Clayton, in one of his gpreea lie
received a flogging at the hnnds of Lieutenant Wilson,ol the regular army, who commanded in pope
for a lew mouths alter tin! constitution went into
operation. However, lllckox hadservodont nearly
the whole of Ida four j< ars" term when the events
precipitated iiis death. He win be remembered in
that county lor years to come us the creation 01 a
period of force and the ablest of all the local carpetbaggers.He was probably the superior of Powell
Clayton intellcctuaily and his ennui in intrepid
i uiii

DKITTY Ct.liRK 11KV. IMOKKH8ON.
The oi<i supernumerary prMdur. Hlckerson,

whom likkox employed, was the Uuk between him
ami the community. This worlilly-eyed ami plausibleold man hud roved around Tennessee, been
transferred to the Arknnsas Conference, and about
1H70 he switched otr to-the Methodist. Protectant or
i.ay Delegation church, lie in now President ol
the North Arkansas Conference or tMs denomination.Last January lllckox employed him at two a
mouth salary and discharged him August :to, 187*2,
for dup>lcity and Insubordination. The next day
Ilickox was shot dea l oif hi* horse, at a daylighthour, within 900 yards of the Court House. The
coincidence appears that preachers in politics are
Insincere ami dangerone nuisances and itrlice
the mean between (iod and Mammon not
far from hypocrisy. lllckerson is a tall
old man, wltn a slender, clerical body; a subtle
and subdued expression of countenance, which
wears at times a luriivc look: gray hair and beard,
and lie moves around with a walking stick. All the
Northern men distrust litui, ami 1 round him an intelligentbut not always reliable authority. Then
are some points, however, where his word is the
only evidence, and I have applied to these tin
usual rules of inquiry and criticism.

MI Kill 9 l>i>l)> .>N.
Klisha W. Dodron, or Captain Hudson, as he If

generally called, i« a native of Tenuesfcc ami it
now above fifty years of age and has a married
daughter. He is a man of the medium xuc, dark,
evasive and down-looking, and lie always bore a
fiuestlonable character living before t lie war by
trading horses and sometimes' stealing them, and
by common gambling with the villagers, young
planters and river people. He hung around
Pope county before the war, between Hover
and Norristown, and jOUted the ('onfederateariny at the beginning of hostilities.Not being promoted he deserted,
took to horse stealing and bushwhacking, ami
played fast and loose bet ween the rebel populace
and the lederal lines of occupation. The spurs of
Hoston Mountain, in Northern Pope county, were
freouentlv the advanced uosts of the Northern sol-
diery, anil a good many ol the people there went
by the name of the 'Mountain Fed*.'' Dodson had
held surreptitious communication wlih tin- party
or invasion before he fonneil a guerilla l and,
known by the name of "Independent Federals." At
onetime lie was apprehensive tuai his name had
been discovered on some captured rolls and that
he might be shot as a spy. l ew men came out of
the army with a record so indilVerent for good service.He took a little lurm above Norristown, and
the first Step he made was to cut down the llllll
timber in and around It to prevent enemies approachingunder cover. For u while he removed to
Washington county, in the north western part of
the State, near the battle fields of Pea Ridge and
Prairie drove. His pKWBt abode ts at KUMeilvllle.
In Bishop's report he is written down as follows:.

"Kllsha W. Dodsou, Captain. Appointed from
private to first lieutenant, October is, lfeM; dismissedFeb. 13,1S64.''

lie therefore left the army in as bad odor as he
entered it.
The Third Arkansas Cavalry, to which lie was

attached, was organized at Little Kock and dis
bunded at Lcwisburg, in the immediate region ol
Pope county, June 30, The Adjutant tieneral'shistorical memorandum says of the Third
regiment:.
"Two battalions were sent up the .Arkansas River

to hold a large scope of territory infested by numerousguerilla bands, who were robbing and murderingrnlon families in the most barbarous mannerthat human depravity cotdd invent. Territory
held by these marauders was soon wrested from
their hands. The regiment has been generally engagedin ridding the country of the numerous
predatory bands which have cuiscd this district
with their infamous operations since the inception
of the rebellion. It was long stationed at i.ewishurgon the Arkansas River, and detachments w re
constantly alert scouring the country and breaking
up the lesser haunts of the enemy."
This description accounts both for the predatory

and assassinating youth of Pope county and tor
Dodson. He is a fellow of inferior Intellectual
capacity, but of a sinister and manifest brutality
and ferocity. His head is large and destructive
looking, with enormous ears, heavy jaws, a large
blackish-gray mustache and beard dropping
straight upon Ills breast; he Is wiry, strong ami
uueaSy, and he wears heavy arms and hespeuKs the
desperado. This man is I lie surviving ally ami confederhteof UlcV6X fthil the master and associate
of Williams. He lives but In fear of his life, yet lie
Aim that he will die in Pope county and will not ily
beyond It. He is almost universally believed to
have massacred Tucker and Halle, his prisoners, on
the night of the sth of July, and the ballet Which
passed through Hickox's brain was, perhaps, aimed
at Dodsou.
Mince Hickox's death Dodson's mental reliance Is

STKWAnr, TIIE PIOUS 81'PBHIN'TEVOBNT,
a man of a practical turn, but of positive opinion-,
and groat activity, of wuoui 1 shall say more hereafter.

DKPITY 9IJRRIFF WII.LIAM".
John Williams lived at the foot or Boston Mountain,some two.miles ultove the Hail#' taiuily. 11<

was twenty-four yours of age at the time o! his
death, and possessed a commonplace character.
neither good nor bad. He was not thought to inveryshrewd nor self-reliant, and the people gene'rally said that he had "the big head''.meaning
that he thought much more of himself than his capacityJustified. The Hailes, who never liked the
Williams folks, started a story that daring tin
war, when provisions were scarce, young Williams
and others had gone to Hailc'a house, and, In tin.
absence of the males, helped himself to lard. Tlmt
gave him the name of "Ureasy Williams" or ' Kui
(Jourd Williams''.the latter because the lard if
kept in gourds. Reyoud this general expression oi
contempt the Hailes and other Confederate families
entertained no ill will to Williams until Dodson apjpointed the boy his deputy. This deepened I 'ie III
will and Increased Williams' self-importance. He
became quite imperious and offensive, and it was
thought laid to the door of the llatles and others the
murder of his brother, Morris Williams, ex-lleiiteu(ant in the federal armv, who had been shot dead in
hl4 y»rd In » cowardly way by parties till of late
unknown.

Mr. Williams' greatness has cost him a hall
through the throat and jaw and few probabilities
of leading an interrupted and secure domestic life.
It was for an itllegeif attempt to auUfissinate him
that the citizens had been arrested who w£re eliiin
near Hhllon church by the sheriff's posse. That
measure cost Hicknx and Brown their lives,
plnnged Pope countv into civil war, and plves It up
to outlawry and the perilous protection of the
militia to-day.

In your next Issue I will describe these fcloodj
scenes at length.
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THE BIBLE 1H THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
The CemmiMioam of Edaeatloa of hong
Island City Override the Decision o4
the State Superintendent and Read the
Bible In the Schoola_Oppo«ltloB o<
Catholics, Protectants and Teacher* to
the Measure.
"The Itlblo In the Public Schools." which at this

time last year wan the all-absorbing topic, has now,
near its birthday unnivcrsary, assumed a new
form, which, although handsome to the theoretical
eye, In ug/ and iinpracticablo when viewed t-iirougli
th« medium of common sense. The "Bible war."
which in'ifan on the Jflth of last September. by Mr.
Fienel, a First ward trustee, entering a protest In
the school register against the reading of tho
Bible.soon became ho bitter that the State Superintendentfound It necessary to step in
and quell what gave promise of becoming a violent,
If not bloody, controversy by removing the cause.
He ordered that t e Bible should not be read in the
school during school hours, which virtually meant
that the Bible should not bo read at all. Itut, notwithstandingthis decision of the Stale Superintendent,the Commissioner* of Education of l.ong
Island City had taken upon themselves to almost
reject the dee'dlou by calling soiiool at forty-five
minutes past eight o'clock for the purposeof reading tile Hide. They Bay
that none but. those who wish need attendto this readlu" of tlio Uibie, for school Is not
formally opened .uittl nine o'clock. This law was

passed at the l.wt meeting of the Hoard, which was

held on the tlrst Friday of tbe present month,
when article 12, section 18, of the Bylaws, which
previously read.
All the (elm 4* of I lie city -h.tll lie opened at nine A. M.

and remain opened until three P. M. A short recow betweenhall'-pa-t ten and eleven aud n dinner reeeci
from twelve to ono o'clock hIiuII 1»o allowed. The daily
(ii»i*iiioi£ i»xorcUes slitiII consifit oi the rondiiur of u portion
ni the lit.lv Scriptures, without note or comment, Arul tlio
xititiiiiK or secular airs. Thehp opening exercise* shall
not occupy more tlmu fift«-<'ii minutes.
was amended ho as to read thus:.

All the schools hi the city shall he opened ut a quarter
to nine o'clock tor ihc accommodation of those who wish
lo lienr reiulhiK Irum the Holy Scripture*, unit remain
open until three 1'. M. A short recess between half-past
ten an.I eleven, and :i illnner rei ess troin twelve to one,
shall he allowed. The reading ot' the Scripture* shall not
occupy more than fifteen minutes, ft should In- under;stood that the opening hour is not charted it all. but that
school Is open lor those of the pupils who wish to listen to
the reading ol'tbo Bible.
Thin amendment was drawn up nnil read to the

Commissioners by Mr. Laroquet, who, being a
lawyer and ut the huiiic time.strange as it may
seem.an ardent lover of the Bible, saw that
there was a loophole In the decision of the
Superintendent, large enough lor him to stick a
technical we Ige into. Ah the Superintendent;
would not have the Bible read daring the school
hours.from nine to three.lie thought he would
extend the hours lront u quarter to nine to three,

; and have the Bible read during hie additional
quarter hour, ami thus.although attendance was
not compulsory.have the reading of the lllble part

r of the exercises. The lioard consists of live members,four of whom were present wlien Mr. Laroquetproposed this meanure. It received ju;t
enough votes t<> save It.three-fifths ofthe Hoard.
The two opposing members, the t .'itcliers and citizensof i-oiijx island City, both Catholics and
Protestants, are uu ml uious in their condemnation
of the measure, which they stigni 'ti/.e as not only
illegal, lull highly improper ami unjust.
Mr. J^ellierff, the principal of Sixth street school,

with whom the Hkk m.d representative had a conversationrecently, staled that the measure is
one which he strenuously opposed .til through. He
says lie said to the Commissioners, "Read the Biblo
to ail of not :it all."
The IlKKALD reporter asked Mr. Lelherg how the

measure worked thus far, and lie answered:.
"It don't work ut all; only inasmuch as it destroysthe discipline of the school, creates much

trouble for me and the touchers and is productive
of insubordination among the pupils. Theeonse*
qnence of the measure is that, I have to ennveno
school twice instead of once, and at neither of
these times can 1 do it to my satisfaction, as the
time between the two openings is so short."

"It has done something to remove the hitver feelImrunnirnuileri'il hv cillllin-lllllT Catholic children til
listen to tlie King Janus version or ilio Bible, has It
not V"
"No, It lias not: It haa only served to draw moro

distinctly the line between tho creeds; and, as a

con-ioquence, we hear that the children, Intend or
acting towards one anotlier as they had don tiefore,have become clannish.Catholic ami Catholic,
ami Protestant and Protestant."
"Do many or the chlldiuu attend the reading of

the Bible*"
"Well, 1 li.ive an average attendance of 600

pupils, out or these about tlilvty or roily attend tho
reading ot the Bible. More than hair of these don't
know a speller from the: lhblo, so vou can see that

> both Protectants and Cut'iollcs are unfavorable to
the experiment."
Mr. helbertr liirtlmr stated that lie thonsht the

measure would soon lall through, as the school
could not lie kept iu order or discipline as ling us
It Is in operation.

LITERARY CHIT-CHAT.

The French Histokiav, Amtfdde Thelrry, has
written a life of St. J romo and another ol Chrysostotnus a part of his "lU'cits de I'lllstolre Romania."
Under the Titi.k, "An Appeal to the (Jood Sense

of the Voters of the United States," Mrs. Sarah A.
Wright.who informs us that she Is a native of Virginia.haswritten a pamphlet on tile Presidential
election. The brwhure Is essentially a woman's
work, In which the heart counts for more than tho
head. The stvlc Is turgid, and declamation replaceslogical argument. Still we ure glad to have
heard Mrs. Wright's voice; and ir anv other lady
has anything to say on the subject we sliali promise(hem a respectful hearing.
A Very Useful Work is in course of publication

by E. J. flale A Sou, under the title, "A Cyclopaedia
oi the llest Thoughts of Charles Dickens." The
work has been arranged by P. O. Fontaine for
ready reference, and will be of invaluable service
to literary men as a book of reference.
Tub Foixowino Modp.st Letter from charlerf

Reude lias been forwarded to us for publication.
'I he gentleman's modesty Is only equalled by his

j temper and choice manners:.
Mm;iiai.i!N Coi.i.kcf, OiniRii.

\! v l)i, ii
tier ami scurrility have been levelled again .t me mi your*ide of the water lor w riting the only novel ol the yenrthat lm« Inletestcd people you will li irrtl v wonder that
the subject in u yore one, ami iliat I reply reluctantly and
briefly, even to your polite e, iter leu.

f'iifl, then.'I lie plot oi T." H founded on what follows:.Thre.eyear-ago Mr. .'netlee Hvles tried two perion<lor co-op ral.ti: with a mendaci'oiM, but virtuous,wife to pas* otf another woman's child on Iter own husband.
se-onil.In cottrie of the trial It come out thai this act

1* not very uncommon.
Jhiril.. ,y own note hooks bear out 'his statement.
fourth. lodge It> If i delivered an intelligent tunl elabo!rate judgment, lu ichlcii he remarked on the e. .nscipience*that must eur. -ho'tld tills crime ri-e to tile noper classes

ol society, ate! *o liiuh titles Mil vast possessions b«
uveried Irom their lawfttl own -rs.
Tlii- sc; ni" poii'lerini; what concurrence ol clrcutn

stances might temp'.a \ irtuoii* woman in the upper classes
to commit such a crime without inspiring mere disgust.From this genu the ploi prow, ami uncording to mymelliod was sketched out to ill'' last chapter be Iore a word
was written
When you Tl«it mi- in En/land I will show von tlie raid

j.h.U'tiilW.
Now. observe. Il I had In this plot .siitMtitiiied adultery

for supposition I should have been no true artist; tor
adultery Is a vulgar Incident; the other Is a novelty, and
in tlctlon, though not 111 lact, an invention. I carried out
my dcslga to tli" letter. I painted my lierolue both before
marriage and niter, virtuous, but capable ol lying. Aiu
wile I ilrew her devotion I her liu-band very strongly.
1 left no rentier a chance of supposing the was a woman
to break the seventh commandment. The temporary
mystification you allude to was ncces-nry to that part of
the ploi which respects ltichar.1 ttassett. It was essentiallo the story lie should be deceived, but tile leader, II
lie had studied m> work, in-tead of ak.111 >u3:ik it, had a
«a!< guard ugnln t that delusion, l.adv Buvictt s love for
her husband wa Iru.' love, and her deceit could never
have gone ill the directum ol adultery. This, not her
virtue only, hut her lore lt»"lt. would have resisted to
the death, '# tiu' nninbers which follow the passage you
uliude to the inistre-s and tlie maid confer in secret over
tlie subject. Was l.ady Hass dl a worn in to discus* hor
own ittlultery with her "orvaiit and gradually mucnt to
It? I'hU is too monsiriiU but an inteHtaciit icoler ought
to tie able to nrgm* backwards, ami so «eo that the original
proposition could not b a thing quite distinct from ius
own st"p«.
As for the notion that I intended so stupid, coarse and

Inconsistent a thin,' w adultery by l.ady Basse tt, but was
tiruwu by popular >'a nor int > something much higher,
truer to character and more Ingenious, thla theory shows
as great an ignorance ol my character as ot l.ady Masse It's.
When dirt ever iiuileo an Inch out of my path lor

popular clamor or the cant and scurrility of criticaster*!
It aNo proceeds on the droll notion that 1 write front

hand to month, and Ihc droller notion Ihat my American
publishers receive each number the nine week that they
I.t-il.t if \,.f -n W.'fll O^'foinl >t Co. lit Intfil tn#» Iiiimtipr

containing Marr Weller'a flret whiapcr to Lady Harnett
ii,,.v |,.hi tin- rtvr next nmni>er< In their hand*. dulv
printed and received liv ine in Kii<!»ik1; in point of fact <

the entire tor.v wn« finWhed a'>out tile 2d or 3d or April.
My readeis oimht to learn to »u.«pend their Judgment*

r now and then. It i< what all wiw men do Mtiaetlmea.
W'lion what you call, very talrlv, the logic of event*

pointed one way and the whole character of Lady Ba»- a
1*1*11 pointed another, why could thev not find one grain of <diflinenre ami inapetid their .indgmentafora week or two? '

Hut. no; not being inventor) tUem«olvc«, they iiiu*!
rush at onre Into it eon.monpUce ».dutlon, torgetung that
th<-author wu< an Inventor, and that their narrow experiencesare no measure of IiU mind and r*«eureh*a. I i

cannot reconcile th'.s extreme confidence In thrniMdve*
and till* liaaty di<tru«t of me and my re>ourcea with tha
respect whieli *OTne ot my frieuilaover the water proles*for me in getiernl terms. <

I am Afraid, nr. tlieiv l< n da<h of asprritr in thiabastyletter I beg you will not consider it levelled .it yon, who
have deviated irom the present custom of your country,liv writing to me like n gentleman. I am. dear «lr, youra
luithtullv, CUARLbri itKADB.
To I'lunnuit Lk*th*. Ksq., Chicago.

John Cliiue. of Lynn. Mass., has worked at bTioM
making on tho satiic Wench for the laat Mtxtv-ninJ
yearn. lie tiBen n lapstonc which has been in ua«

r Y»y (Iliferent ahnrenntkeifl for uuwarda of ou« bunl
tired aud tweutr hcvuu je»»


